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Experience

Rottnest Island

Fishing Guide

Fishing Supplies and
Further Information

Fishing tackle can be purchased from Rottnest Island
Dive and Snorkel, Rottnest General Store and Geordie
Bay Store. All three outlets stock a range of tackle for
fishing around Rottnest Island. Pre-made rigs are also
available for all target species. Rottnest Island Dive and
Snorkel has fishing rods available for hire and the staff
are very knowledgeable about the local fishing spots.
Staff at the Visitor Centre can provide information on
fishing, boating and marine activities, and directions of
how to get to popular fishing spots. Bikes can be hired
from Rottnest Island Bike Hire. You can also catch the
Bayseeker Bus to go fishing but please be mindful

of other passengers whilst carrying your fishing rods.

Boat Fishing

Boat fishing around Rottnest Island can be very
rewarding. Some of Western Australia’s best known
species of fish including dhufish, breaksea cod, pink
snapper, samson fish, and baldchin grouper inhabit the
rocky reef areas. These reef fish are most often found in
the moderately deep waters surrounding Rottnest Island.
During spring and summer, however, some individuals
move into shallower waters and are occasionally caught
from shore.

Sustainable Fishing
Practices

Just a few kilometres off the West End of Rottnest Island,

the continental shelf drops away rapidly to great depths
1. Always remember to take your rubbish and discarded

fishing tackle home with you. Hooks, line, bait bags and
other rubbish can endanger wildlife and other visitors.

and it is in this area that apex predators can be found.
Offshore anglers target pelagic species such as billfish
and various species of shark. Various marine interest

groups have sponsored the installation of a series of Fish 2. Take only what you need and adhere to all daily bag
Aggregating Devices (FADs) in this area. These devices

It is a good idea to take plenty of drinking water B

and size limits. :
with you, check the local weather forecast

are very successful at attracting world class sport fish

such as yellowtail kingfish, dolphin fish (mahi-mahi) and
mackerel. For more information about boating around
Rottnest Island, please refer to the Rottnest Island Marine
and Boating Guide (available from the Visitor Centre or

3. Return all undersize and unwanted fish to the water
quickly and carefully.

4. If you intend to keep a fish, ensure to remove the

(www.bom.gov.au or www.rottnestisland.com) and
always let someone know where you are going.

Enjoy your fishing experience within the Rottnest

Island Marine Reserve.

hook quickly and kill it humanely.

www.rottnestisland.com).

(A

5. Report any suspected illegal fishing incidents to the
Rottnest Island Rangers on: 0419 951 635 or
Fish Watch: 1800 815 507

6. Catch and release practices that use fish-friendly
techniques assist in maintaining healthy fish
populations. Using these techniques allows
recreational fishing to be enjoyed by visitors whilst
ensuring minimal harm to the fish. This will help the
fish to survive the experience and safely return to the
breeding stock (for more information, please refer to
the "Catch Care’ guide, available at the Visitor Centre).

7. When cleaning your catch, ensure all waste (including
scales, guts and frames) is wrapped in paper and
disposed of responsibly. Please refrain from throwing
fish waste into the ocean, particularly in popular
swimming and boating areas.
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